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affirms the proposition to be established: ' God knows whether it be true ; but this is what is evident to me; in the sphere of the known the idea of the Good is ultimate and needs an effort to be seen: but, once seen, compels the conclusion that here is the cause, for all things else, of whatever is beautiful and right: in the visible world, parent of light and of its lord; in the intellectual world, bearing itself the lordship and from itself supplying truth and mind. And this it is which must fix the eye of one who is to act with wisdom in private or in public life1.' These remarkable words, besides determining the place of * the Good' as the culminating eloos, affirm its dynamic causality no less clearly than its logical supremacy; for it is the author of light and of the sun, over and above being the absolute original of all particular truth, beauty, and right.
If, under the loose cover of the word atria, the idea of the Good could thus play the double part of physical cause and rational ground, we may well believe Aristotle's report that Plato identified it with the absolute One2; for if it can unify those dissimilar things, it deserves no less. But every system of monism has to break a number of antitheses which cling to the very nature of human thought; and Plato's first principle has yet a harder feat to perform, in being at once itself and another, the apprehender of truth and the truth apprehended, the object which is not the subject and the subject which is not the object. For this achievement he lends it the aid of his happiest imagination, and maintains that it has only to do what the sun constantly effects, in that it supplies both terms of the relation between vision and the visible. ' The idea of the Good, then, you are to say, is that which imparts truth to the objects known, and faculty to the knower : you are to consider it as the cause at
1  Republic, 517 B, C.
2  Met. 1091 b, 14, aiiro rb & rb ayaGbv aitra elvai.   That Plato, though not named, is here referred to, is to be seen from the context, and from comparison with 988 a, 14.   See Bonitz's note, p. 587 of his edition of Arist. Met.
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